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The Zambia Police Service, through the Victim Support Unit (VSU), presents the 2024 Third 

Quarter Gender-Based Violence (GBV) Data Analysis. A total of 10,782 GBV cases were 

reported across the country during the third quarter of 2024, reflecting a 3.3% increase 

compared to 10,434 cases recorded in the same period of 2023. 

 

1. Criminal vs. Non-Criminal Reports 

 6,663 cases were categorized as criminal, representing 61.8% of all cases, marking 

an 8.8% decrease from the 7,305 criminal cases recorded in the third quarter of 

2023. 

 4,119 cases were classified as non-criminal, accounting for 38.2% of the total GBV 

cases. 

 

2. Court Proceedings 

 1,019 cases were taken to court, compared to 1,366 cases in the same period last year, 

representing a 25.4% decrease. 

 

3. Murder Cases 

 A total of 35 murder cases were recorded, compared to 31 in 2023, indicating a 

12.1% increase. 

 

4. Victims by Gender and Age Group 

 Children (2,511 cases): 
o 1,870 (74.5%) were abused in the criminal case category, comprising:  

 490 boys (26.2%) 

 1,380 girls (73.8%) 
o 641 (25.5%) were abused under the non-criminal case category, 

comprising:  

 229 boys (33.7%) 

 412 girls (64.3%) 



 Adults (8,271 cases – 76.7% of total cases): 
o 6,839 (82.7%) were women 

o 1,432 (17.3%) were men 

 

5. Distribution of Criminal Cases by Province 

 Lusaka Province: 1,786 cases (26.8%) – Highest 

 Copperbelt Province: 904 cases (13.6%) 

 Western Province: 822 cases (12.3%) 

 Eastern Province: 700 cases (10.5%) 

 Luapula Province: 614 cases (9.2%) 

 Central Province: 554 cases (8.3%) 

 Southern Province: 385 cases (5.8%) 

 Muchinga Province: 328 cases (5%) 

 North-Western Province: 295 cases (4.4%) 

 Northern Province: 148 cases (2.2%) 

 Airport Division: 85 cases (1.3%) 

 Tazara Division: 42 cases (0.6%) – Lowest 

 

6. Forms of Abuse 

 Physical Abuse: 3,573 cases (33.1% of all GBV cases, 53.6% of criminal cases) 

 Economic Abuse: 1,713 cases (15.9% of all GBV reports) 

 Sexual Abuse: 956 cases (8.7% of total GBV cases), including 679 cases of child 

defilement 
 Emotional Abuse: 416 cases (3.9% of total cases) 

 

7. Operation Basadi 

Operation Basadi, a regional initiative led by female officers under the Southern African 

Regional Police Chiefs Cooperation Organization (SARPCCO), recorded 335 cases 

between 11th and 13th September 2024. 

Breakdown of Victims: 

 Sexual Abuse: 41 victims (36 girls, 4 women, 1 boy) 

 Physical Abuse: 195 victims (140 women, 23 men, 18 boys, 14 girls) 

 Economic Abuse: 85 victims (33 girls, 32 women, 16 boys, 4 men) 

 Emotional Abuse: 14 victims (11 women, 2 men, 1 boy) 

 



8. Counselling and Referrals 

 VSU officers provided counselling to 7,873 individuals countrywide:  

o 48.1% were counselled under criminal cases 

o 51.9% were counselled under non-criminal cases 

 1,295 victims were referred to external institutions such as:  

o Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) 

o National Legal Aid Clinic for Women (NLACW) 

o Women in Law in Southern Africa (WILSA) 

 

9. Key Observations 

 Decrease in Criminal Cases: Despite an overall rise in GBV reports, criminal cases 

decreased by 8.8% from 2023. 

 Child Defilement: Of the 956 sexual abuse cases, 71% involved child defilement, 

with 669 girls and 10 boys affected. 

 Murder Cases: Increase from 31 in 2023 to 35 in 2024, with women accounting for 

65.7% of the victims. 

 


